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Chapter Two

THE NETHERLANDS  CAMPAIGN
-FIRST DAYS IN INDIA

There is a Divinity that shapes our ends,
Rough hew them how we will.

SHAKESPEARE.

AMONGST Lord Moira's * 7,000 which landed in Belgium in
June 1794 we shall find a regiment which was by no
means a hotch-potch of incapacity, but a fine trim body of
men, that under its young Colonel had earned the reputation
of being " the best drilled and most efficient regiment within
the limits of the Irish command ",1

This was the 33rd, now commanded by Arthur Wesley,
upon whose welfare all the enthusiasm of his young and en-
ergetic mind had been bent. He had obtained the command
on September 30th, 1793, and from that time the last vestiges
of the * saucy shallow stripling ' disappeared from the public
eye,and in its place the embryo of that great general of Colonel
Napier's prophecy began to thrust its roots out into the soil.

For another step upon the ladder had been gained. The
boy had got a box of soldiers of his own, and he settled down
with the glow of possession to make them move and act
according to his will.

It was in the affair of Boxtelf on September I5th
that Arthur had the first opportunity of showing his mettle,
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